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The Path by Chet Raymo: Discussion Questions

What is Raymo’s Call to Adventure for his readers?

Does this reading expand your understanding of Setting? If so, how?

What is the Tone of Raymo’s text? Offer at least two quotes to support your claim.

Define the "adequate step."

How can the commonplace be special? How can "the particular contain the all"?

How does Raymo use sensory experience throughout the text?

What is the rhetorical effect(s) of Raymo’s interweaving of his observations of
contemporary nature with social history and with natural history?

Does Raymo’s presentation of his village’s history challenge your ideas of 19™ century life in
the United States? If so, how? Think about the sounds of the village which Raymo charts.

What do we learn about Raymo as a Character in this piece?

How have what you learned by reading Raymo, Ellerbee, and Ackerman impacted the ways
you encounter your environment?



Consider Raymo’s observation, “Scratch a name in a landscape, and history bubbles up like
a spring” (3). What does he mean? Offer an example.

What is the method of engaging the environment that Raymo advocates when he writes
about walking “with reverent feet” (3).

What are the two natural resources that Raymo identifies Oliver Ames as exploiting to
create his shovel factory?

What sounds became prevalent when the shovel factory switched from water to steam?

What does the chemist Paul Crutzen mean when he talks about the Anthropocene?

What does Raymo mean in the following observation: “It is a conundrum of human life that
our intellects have outraced our instincts; cultural evolution has overtaken organic
evolution ... We struggle to bring together our genes and our aspirations” (176).

Drawing upon your reading experiences of Raymo, elaborate on this line of Maxine
Kumin’s poetry: "Love, we are a small pond."

What gives you your sense of place? Is it important to be attached to a particular landscape?

In what way might a path become a Tao?



Chet Raymo Info ...

Chet Raymo (born September 17, 1936 in Chattanooga, Tennessee) is a noted writer,
educator and naturalist. He is Professor Emeritus of Physics at Stonehill College, in
Easton, Massachusetts. His weekly newspaper column Science Musings appeared in the
Boston Globe for twenty years. This is now a daily blog by him. Raymo espouses his
Religious Naturalism in When God is Gone Everything is Holy — The Making of a
Religious Naturalist and frequently in his blog. As Raymo says - [ attend io this infinitely
mysterious world with reverence, awe, thanksgiving, praise. All religious qualities. [1]
Raymo has been a contributor to The Notre Dame Magazine [2] and Scientific
American.[3] His most famous book was the novel entitled The Dork of Cork, and was
made into the feature length film Frankie Starlight. Raymo is also the author of Walking
Zero, a scientific and historical account of his wanderings along the Prime Meridian in
Great Britain. Raymo was the recipient of the 1998 Lannan Literary Award for his
Nonfiction work.

To walk down Dr. Raymo’s path, visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKi7hwpiNbk.
To know what Dr. Raymo’s thinking about today, visit http://blog.sciencemusings.comy/.

Major works

1982 365 Starry Nights ISBN 0-6717-6606-6

1984 Biography of a Planet ISBN 0-13-078221-1

1985 The Soul of the Night ISBN 1-5610-1236-X

1987 Honey from Stone [SBN 1-5610-1235-1

1990 In the Falcon's Claw ISBN 1-5610-1287-4

1991 The Virgin and the Mousetrap: Essays in Search of the Soul of Science, Viking
Books ISBN 0670833150

1993 The Dork of Cork ISBN 0-4466-7000-6

1998 Skeptics and True Believers ISBN 0-8027-7564-0

2000 Natural Prayers ISBN 1-8869-1345-5

2001 An Intimate Look at the Night Sky ISBN 0-8027-1369-6

2003 The Path ISBN 0-8027-1402-1

2004 Climbing Brandon ISBN 0-8027-1433-1

2005 Valentine ISBN 1-5610-1286-6

2006 Walking Zero ISBN 0-8027-1494-3

2008 When God is Gone, Everything is Holy ISBN 1-933495-13-8
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